Statement from American Legion Merrell-Mitchell Post 39 Regarding the Town of
Gilbert’s Proposed Heritage District Redevelopment Plan

On Thursday, October 9, during our scheduled 9:00 AM meeting at the Post,
representatives from the Town presented the Proposed Heritage District Redevelopment
Plan Vision to Post leadership. The following summary is based on the documents
provided and has been condensed for clarity while maintaining all relevant details. We
immediately requested an electronic version of the proposed plan to ensure transparency
and accuracy in our review. As of this date, no electronic copy has been received.

Ourintentin sharing this is not to create conflict—but to bring awareness to how this
proposal directly impacts veterans, their families, and our community. Post 39 is not simply
a building—itis a living part of Gilbert’s history and a daily resource for those who served
and continue to serve.

Pages 1-2: The Paseo Pedestrian & Bicycle Pathway
e Page 1 highlights, in red, the location of TAL Post 39.

e The proposed “Paseo” pathway would run from Juniper Avenue (south of
Guadalupe Road) to Park Avenue (just north of Elliot Road), going under the railroad
tracks.

e Page 2 continues north from Post 39 to the Western Powerline Trail.
This pathway would run directly adjacent to Post 39.

Pages 3-4: Ash Street Realignment & Traffic Impact

o Page 3 details the proposed Ash Street realignment, extending from Juniper
Avenue through existing parking areas south of Park University and west of Hale
Theatre—removing that parking.

e The extension continues east through the former farmers market parking lot (also
removed) and eastward to Gilbert Road.

e We’ve been informed that the Town may have already acquired the Norwood’s
Mattress Store property west of the Post.

e The pocket park south of Post 39 is slated for removal, replaced with a four-way
traffic intersection and stoplight just feet from the Post’s property line.
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e Page 4 shows the proximity of this four-way intersection to the Post and notes
additional parking removal across Gilbert Road north of the old Clements garage.

Pages 5-6: Existing and Proposed Parking Changes

e Page 5 documents the current property lines. Post 39 has 11 dedicated parking
spaces and relies on additional spaces—Norwood’s lot and 18 spaces along the
railroad owned by the Town.

o Page 6 reveals the Town’s intent to acquire a portion of Norwood’s parcel (mattress
building) and remove those 18 spaces to build a two-lane road.

Pages 7-8: Parking Allocation and Loss
e Page 7 shows Post 39’s 11’s dedicated stalls.

e Page 8 shows Post 39’s 11 dedicated stalls and the elimination of the 18 Town-
owned spaces currently used by our members and guests.

Parking Garage Proposal

The Town’s plan references a new underground parking garage approximately 0.25 miles
from Post 39, west of Hale Theatre and south of Park University. Each level would hold 200
cars, with two levels planned.

This garage is intended to support existing businesses and future development outlined in
the 2018 Heritage District Plan, which includes multi-family housing, hotels, offices, and
retail.

At the same time, the 2018 plan also removes some or most of the existing parking east of
Gilbert Road—behind the businesses that make the district thrive.

The nearest parking options would be:
e Ash Ave /W. Vaughn Ave Garage (east of Park University)
e Vaughn Ave Garage (east of OHSO)

e Proposed new underground garage
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All are roughly a quarter mile from Post 39. For our disabled veterans, senior members,
and guests, this distance is a serious barrier to access. Especially in 110+ degree weather.

Impact on Veterans, Families, and the Community

For more than a century, the American Legion has stood as a pillar of service—a place
where veterans find camaraderie, where families find support, and where the community
knows it can turn in times of need. Post 39 hosts countless events and programs that
strengthen Gilbert, from daily veteran support to major fundraisers that benefit children,
families, and local causes.

The proposed plan removes the very parking and access that make this possible.

e ltcreates physical barriers for those who sacrificed for this community and this
country.

e [tthreatensto isolate a trusted community hub.
e Itjeopardizes our ability to continue serving those who served.

We understand and support responsible growth. But progress should not come at the
cost of erasing history, displacing community, or disregarding those who’ve already
given so much.

We urge Town leadership and the community to review this proposal in full and work
collaboratively toward a solution that protects accessibility, honors service and
preserves this vital piece of Gilbert’s heritage.

& “This Post belongs to the veterans who built it, the families who keep it alive, and the
community it serves every day. Redevelopment should build on that legacy—not bury it.”

— American Legion Merrell-Mitchell Post 39
206 N. Gilbert Road, Gilbert, AZ 85234
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